A MISSION PITCH WITHOUT THE TIN CUP!
How many young people you know sit around and listen to scheduled radio broadcasts?  Most of them are plugged in, listening through an earphone to an MP3 player while they're on the move.  Plugged into what? 

Over the last couple of years, I was able to complete the conversion of almost 400 of Dr. J. Vernon McGee's THRU THE BIBLE audio CDs to MP3 formats, making them available for download on thruthebible.ca.  In mid-May, Thru the Bible Radio Network out of Pasadena, California, assumed ownership and control of the domain name of thruthebible.ca.  I continue to provide webmastering services, and finance the hosting of it. 
Bandwidth demands are tremendous!  
While we do not pass a tin cup around…there is a way you can definitely help us.  At the moment, we have some 7 web farmers…but need about 30 altogether.  Please ask for a copy of our WEB FARM package, or simply go to thruthebible.ca/webfarm to find out how easy and rewarding it is for you to become part of the WEB FARM.  Christian owners of websites can share their excess bandwidth capacity with us, and know that the Good seed is being sown in the far corners of earth from their web farm!  They actually broadcast the Gospel worldwide!  If you know of other Christians who own a business and have their own website, please share the tremendous ministry opportunity of WEB FARMING. 
How can FORWARD BAPTIST help the ministry of Dr. J. Vernon McGee?

1)
By promoting thruthebible.ca in the church bulletin and on bulletin boards from time to time
2)   By providing a link from the church website to thruthebible.ca 

3)
By donating some excess bandwidth to thruthebible.ca


4)  
From the pulpit, encouraging members to listen to 


thruthebible.ca  (commuters, professional drivers)

5)
Accept MP3 CDs for circulation in church library

6)
Stephen's Ministry could promote thruthebible.ca 



amongst shut-ins

Forward's endorsement of the thruthebible.ca ministry would provide inspiration for other churches and believers to start farming, scattering the Good seed by portable Gospel audio!
Can you help provide something worthwhile for kids to plug into?
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY:  JOIN A WEB FARM 

SINCE THE DOWNLOAD MINISTRY OF thruthebible.ca is free of charge, we need access to huge amounts of bandwidth at no cost as well.  A "web farm" is the perfect solution!

THE CONCEPT OF A WEB FARM is the hosting of files on multiple servers in order to share bandwidth demand.  Web sites who chose to support THRU THE BIBLE will upload one or more files to their server, allowing thruthebible.ca to link to those files.  By downloading from these external web sites, more capacity becomes available than from a single web site, and at no cost.

A TYPICAL WEB HOSTING CONTRACT often provides much more capacity than is ever actually required.  For example, the hosting contract for thruthebible.ca with Infinology costs US $6.95 per month, and provides 9 gigabytes (GB) of storage and 50 GB of bandwidth per month.  The typical demand of a normal web site would be in the order of 300 MB of storage and one GB of bandwidth per month.  The remaining capacity would normally be wasted.  It is a portion of this excess capacity that we are asking people to donate to help us share God's Word with a lost world.

WE ARE ASKING THAT PEOPLE DONATE at least 100 MB of storage and 10 GB or more of monthly bandwidth.  Direct access to your server is not required or desired, but merely the online location of where you have uploaded Dr. McGee's files.

YOUR DONATION OF EXCESS WEB SPACE costs you nothing.  There is, however, the potential that should there be a spike in demand for the particular book of the Bible you are hosting, you could exceed your monthly bandwidth allotment and incur a surcharge from your hosting company.  By the active monitoring of the bandwidth demand, no member of our web farm has ever incurred such a surcharge.  Typically we aim to use only 50% of your donated bandwidth which allows a 50% comfort margin in bandwidth usage.  For example, with our hosting contract of 50 GB of allowable bandwidth each month, we aim to use about 25 GB of bandwidth on average.

HOW DO I GET STARTED?

The area of greatest need is the Complete Zipped Book area:  


thruthebible.ca/zipComplete.htm Simply download any available zipped file as you normally would, and then upload that same file to your server.  Let me know by email where it is located on your website, and I will edit my link to point to your server.  One week's notice is required if you intend to delete that file off of your server. 

CONTACT John McDonald: webmaster@thruthebible.ca, or phone (519)241-5623

Purpose Statement for thruthebible.ca

Because the current 30-day MP3 archive maintained by thruthebible.org was limited, an online MP3 archive spanning the entire five-year ministry of Dr. McGee was created. The motto “The whole Word for the whole world” has been taken to its next logical step by putting the entire series online, making it available to the whole world, including the poor.

Therefore my motto is “The whole series to the whole world, for free”.

My source is the compact discs sold by Thru the Bible. None of the messages have been edited. My goal is simply to help Dr. McGee “get the Word out."

The guiding principles of this outreach ministry are:

1. That the entire five-year series be made available at once (The whole Word)
2. No charge for downloads (Accessible to the whole world, including the poor)
3. To operate as a complimentary ministry to the parent organization, thruthebible.org from whom I have received their full endorsement for this service. I am not seeking any financial compensation.

The site has been optimized for high-speed internet users so that the entire collection can be downloaded in a single day. The recommended area to do this is called the COMPLETE ZIPPED BOOK area. Here users can download an entire book of the Bible with one click. Three other categories target users with lower speed connections:

BOOKS BY CD divides the books of the Bible into the original 387 audio CD segments.

INDIVIDUAL TRACKS list the 5018 tracks of the entire series for those with dial-up connections.


STREAMING AUDIO where you get instant playback while online using M3U play lists.

In order to host the almost 18 Gigabytes of material required for this entire service, a “Web Farm” of volunteer websites has been assembled. The idea is that in order to avoid charging for these downloads, all web mastering, web space and bandwidth is donated. So with no cost to the organization, there will be no necessity to impose fees. This, in turn, will greatly assist us to get the Word to the ends of the earth. People in places like India or Africa can now own the entire collection and grow in the faith. Also, truckers and other professional drivers can now listen as they drive (this was my original inspiration, as I am a bus driver myself and listen daily to Dr. McGee while driving.)

After I have been successful in securing about 1000 GB of monthly bandwidth donations, I will be able to take the next step which is to start promoting this download ministry worldwide. 

I have been in contact with a local Christian radio station and a few churches in my area. Many people question if Dr. McGee’s material is really copyright free. But, as Denise Christensen from Thru the Bible put it, “We are a bit different in our approach to copying than most ministries.” All material can be legally copied provided it is for personal use. Please feel free to direct any questions about copyright issues can be directed to Robert M. Kern, Executive Vice President and General Counsel for Thru the Bible Radio Network in Pasadena, California. Bob can be reached at (626) 795-4145 or by email at robertmkern@socal.rr.com.

Ministry Information about Thru the Bible Radio
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Thru The Bible is a 30-minute radio program that takes the listener through the entire Bible in just 5 years, going back and forth between the Old and New Testaments. This Bible study program has been aired on stations in the U.S. since 1967, and is now being produced in over 100 languages around the world.
It was back in 1941 that Dr. J. Vernon McGee was persuaded to begin a Sunday radio broadcast called "The Open Bible Hour" on a single station. That little program aimed at "Mr. Average American" was the foundation stone for what would eventually become Thru the Bible Radio. 

Dr. McGee was an active participant in this radio ministry for 47 exciting years. When his health began to fail, plans were made in advance to decide how the program would continue in the event of his home going. The message would remain the same and the "voice" of Thru the Bible Radio would continue to be Dr. McGee, through the use of the taped 5-year program.

After our Saviour called Dr. McGee home in 1988, the program's reach continued to grow. Today, Thru the Bible is a worldwide ministry airing on over 800 stations in the U.S. and Canada, and heard in more than 100 languages around the world. Our mission is simple and the same one Dr. McGee himself embraced: To take the whole Word to the whole world.

The continued success of this ministry, even after the death of its founder, gives testimony to God's abundant blessings.
Entire 5-year ministry now online

At thruthebible.ca, we currently have 5.89 GB online, comprised of 5018 mp3 files, for a total listening time of 433 hours, 47 minutes (18 days). This represents a total of 387 audio compact discs, from 21 albums, all converted to audio mp3. The site has been optimized for high-speed users to enable you to download the entire series in one day.
The thruthebible.ca web site is privately operated by John A. McDonald, with the authorization of Thru the Bible Radio Network. I am a bus driver who, in my spare time, has made it my mission to expand the existing archives beyond the 30 day limit.

I will not accept any financial compensation for files downloaded there. My only aim in publishing these Bible studies by Dr. McGee here is to help further the gospel. Any contributions can be directed to the official web site at thruthebible.org. I only ask that you bless where you are blessed.

Currently, our greatest need is for the donation of web space to help share the bandwidth demands. You may contact John A. McDonald at webmaster@thruthebible.ca or phone 519-241-5623 for more information.
Robert M. Kern, Esq.

Thru the Bible Radio Network
P.O. Box 7100

Pasadena, CA 91109

Telephone
(626) 795-4145

Facsimile
(818) 592-0244

March 30, 2005

Mr. John A. McDonald

139 Fisher Mills Road

Cambridge, Ontario  N3C 1E1

Re:
Web-site Authorization

Dear John,


We so appreciate your heart to share Dr. McGee’s teaching and your help in bringing the whole Word to the whole world. Dr. McGee’s teaching is copyrighted and Thru the Bible must maintain control of any web-sites, CD’s, MP3’s, etc. that contain Dr. McGee’s teaching. Dr. McGee did not want listeners to become detached from the ministry and its overall goal to bring the whole Word to the whole world. The further removed the broadcasts get from the ministry, the less likely the listeners will pray for, and financially support, the mission to bring Dr. McGee’s teaching to every country in the world. In addition, Dr. McGee did not want his messages edited nor did he want outside unauthorized parties to use his teaching for their own personal profit. We appreciate your heart to help to bring Dr. McGee’s teaching to as many people as possible and to comply with the desires of Dr. McGee. 

We are glad to, and hereby do, grant you, John A. McDonald, written permission for your work provided you continue to agree to subordinate your work to the wishes of Dr. McGee and the Thru the Bible Radio Network guidelines as amended from time to time. In accordance with the current guidelines you have agreed to (1) transfer any domain name containing Thru the Bible, TTB and any closely related names to Thru the Bible Radio Network or TTB Canada, (2) not solicit any donations of any kind on the web-site except to direct any donations to the donation page at www.ttb.org, (3) subject your web-site to the editorial control of Thru the Bible Radio Network, (4) not edit in any way the messages of Dr. McGee, and (5) not seek financial profit in any way as a result of your work. 

You and your web-site visitors should be aware that all materials of Thru the Bible Radio Network and all downloads are graciously provided for personal use and may not to be transferred or otherwise sold to anyone else in any format without our written permission. Proprietary rights and copyright laws apply to all materials and the content of the websites (including the downloads), which remain the sole property of Thru the Bible Radio Network. Any broadcast, rebroadcast or other use of any of the materials of Thru the Bible Radio Network without the express written consent of Thru the Bible Radio Network is strictly prohibited. All rights are reserved by Thru the Bible Radio Ministry.

Once again, thank you for your heart to share the Word of God with the whole world. We look forward to working with you to achieve Dr. McGee’s vision.

With gratefulness in Christ,

Robert M. Kern

Executive Vice President and General Counsel

